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1. To introduce various kinds of multimodal texts as e-resources suited for use in the primary 
English classroom

2. To enhance teachers’ repertoire of pedagogical knowledge in deploying multimodal texts to 
engage students in interesting learning activities, enrich their vocabulary, and develop their 
English language skills

3. To provide suggestions on effective pedagogical use of various multimodal texts to enhance 
students’ thinking skills and creativity

4. To provide hands-on activities for participants to explore the use of some suggested 
multimodal texts for designing learning and teaching activities/tasks to enhance students’ 
English language skills, thinking skills and/or creativity 

Programme Objectives



● Concept of “multimodality” and “multimodal literacy”

● Use of multimodal texts in English learning and teaching

Workshop Agenda





Multimodal Meaning-making Resources

Visual Aural Gestural

Spatial Linguistic

(The New London Group, 1996)



Multimodal Meaning-making Resources
Modes of 

communication
Examples of elements

Visual
Still and moving images, video, color, visual layout, design, font, size, formatting, symbols, 
visual data (charts, graphs), animation, etc.

Aural
Spoken words, sound, music, silence, volume, rhythm, speed of delivery, pitch, tone, voice, 
etc.

Gestural
Movement, speed, expression, body language, facial expression, physical proximity, 
interactions between people, etc.

Spatial
Physical arrangement – spacing, position, layout, organisation, proximity, direction, distance 
of elements in a text, etc.

Linguistic
Written and spoken words, word choice, vocabulary, grammar, structure, organisation of 
sentences and paragraphs, etc.

(Fillmore, 2016)



• What can the different design elements (e.g., visual, linguistic and auditory) 
do to convey a message?

• What are the limitations in using the various design elements to 
communicate a message?

• How does the use of various design elements deepen meaning and 
presentation of knowledge?

Multimodal Meaning-making Resources

(Shanahan, 2006, as cited in McVee et al., 2012, p. 25)



• Picture books
• Graphic novels
• Comics
• Infographics
• Digital stories
• Video clips
• Animations
• Interactive websites (e.g., quizzes)
• Songs and music videos
• Advertisements
• Podcasts
• Maps

Examples of Multimodal Texts for ELT
• Social media posts
• Public service announcements
• Documentaries
• E-books
• Virtual field trips
• Video games
• Blogs and vlogs
• Photos
• Memes
• Posters
• TED talks
• …



Are any of these 
multimodal texts?



Text 1

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/posters/index.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/posters/index.html


Text 2

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/posters/index.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/posters/index.html


Text 3

https://www.police.gov.hk/ppp_en/03_police_message/grape/

https://www.police.gov.hk/ppp_en/03_police_message/grape/


Multimodal Texts for Language 
Learning and Teaching:

Principles and Considerations







• Relevance to the curriculum (e.g., for exploring themes and issues)
• Authenticity (including authentic language use)
• Language level and complexity
• Clear and coherent structure
• Visual appeal
• Interactivity and engagement
• Educational value (e.g., promoting critical / creative thinking, values education)
• Teacher’s familiarity and expertise
• Students’ interests and needs
• Cross-curricular connections
• Variety and variations
• …

Selection of Multimodal Texts

See also ELE KLA Curriculum Guide
Section 6.2.5 on pp. 102-103







• Integration of skills
• Authenticity
• Contextualisation
• Receptive skills [Input] → Productive skills [Output]
• Lesson stages: Pre-→While-→ Post-
• Incidental teaching vs. intentional teaching
• Cognitive depth vs. affective depth
• Form vs. meaning
• Controlled practice [Accuracy] → Free practice [Fluency]
• Continuous practice and exposure
• Personalisation
• Scaffolding
• Differentiation
• ...

Principles of (Language) Learning & Teaching



Phases in Multimodal Composing

Understand 
the audience

Develop the 
message

Brainstorm 
possibilities

Create a draft
Improve from 

feedback

(Lim & Tan-Chia, 2023)



Generic Online Tools for Learning & Teaching

• Creating a questionnaire/survey (e.g., Google Forms)
• Creating an infographic (e.g., Canva)
• Creating a poll and collecting ideas (e.g., Mentimeter)
• Creating a QR code (e.g., QR Code Generator)
• Creating a word cloud from a text (e.g., Free Word Cloud Generator)
• Creating animated presentation videos (e.g., simpleshow)
• Creating a mind map (e.g., MindMeister)
• Recording videos (e.g., Flip)
• Creating and editing videos (e.g., WeVideo)
• Collaborating online (e.g., Padlet, Google Docs)



Demonstration & Hands-on 
Activities



1. Animals and you

2. Picture-telling

3. Storytelling

4. The story behind a photo

5. Interactive images

6. Digital storytelling

7. Pecha Kucha

8. Process drama

9. Word clouds

10. Posters

11. Infographics

12. Videos / Animations

13. Songs and chants

Activities and Demonstration



Curriculum Planning: A Unit of Work

Modules and Units: KS2 “Food and Drink” – Eating Out

Vocabulary Grammar
Language 
Functions

Text Types



Curriculum Planning: Units of Work

Extensions / Post-activities

• Ask students to name some famous 
Hong Kong street food

• Get students to search online one 
type of street food

• Make a short video to introduce it



Useful Resources
Developed By EDB



An English Animation Series “An Inspiring 
Journey through Chinese Fables and Tales”

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-

development/kla/eng-edu/references-

resources/FT_Animations/FT_animations.html







Filmit Competition

https://nets.edb.hkedcity.net/page.php?p=316



https://nets.edb.hkedcity.net/page.php?p=605



Time to Talk Public 
Speaking Competition 

https://nets.edb.hkedcity.net/page.php?p=505



https://nets.edb.hkedcity.net/page.php?p=568



Story to Stage Puppetry Competition 2023

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWzv16oC0Y2sQoDtp0nI-OmGe3l6s9VcO



Promoting Positive Values and Attitudes 
through English Sayings of Wisdom

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-

development/kla/eng-

edu/SOW/website/home/index.html



https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-

development/kla/eng-

edu/SOW/website/posters/index.html



https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-

development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/videos/index.html



“Never look a gift horse in the mouth.”

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/videos/index.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/videos/index.html


https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/videos/index.html

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/SOW/website/videos/index.html


Summary

Visual

Aural

GesturalSpatial

Linguistic

• Pictures and images

• (Digital) storytelling

• Process drama

• Posters and infographics

• Word clouds

• Videos, animations and songs
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